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as in Ohota Nngpore the population is far more masculine than
in Bengal, and the climate less enervating. Agriculture is in
less exclusive favour, and people follow their old occupations
undisturbed by the influence of European nations far more
than in the Bengal Districts, The educational * index* also
points in the same direction. The progress made by the grant
in-aid system is almost nil in Behar, and English schools few and
far between. The very same remarks apply with more or less
precision to Orissa. The men are certainly more robust than in
Bengal, and the climate less enervating. The progress of Angli-
cism, if we may use the word, is slow, and education of the modern
type backward. Rajshaye is the only division the report from.
which does not entirely tally with our anticipations. We should
have expected to find that the enervating chaiacter of the cli-
mate and the fertility of the soil had already produced the effect
of enhancing the price of coolies, though schools and western ideas
have not made much progress in that quarter. The Burdwau
.Division consists of two very different kinds of soil and climate.
The western portion, in which are located the stations ofSooree,
Baneegunge, Bancoorah, arid Midnapore, is sterile and stony, the
climate hot and dry as in Behar, and the people comparatively
active* The eastern portion however, especially the Districts of
Hooghly, Howrah, and part of Midnapore, is composed of the
alluvial valley of Bengal: the soil is fertile ; the climate, ener-
vating and damp: (he contrast between the educational progress
in these two sections of the division is also very marked.

The Presidency and Dacca Divisions almost and the whole
of the Chittagong Division contain all the causes which we
have enumerated as tending to destroy the supply of coolies.
An agriculturist is regarded as above a cooly; the climate is
enervating; and the people effeminate and averse to physical
exertion. The soil is very fertile; the produce is more than suffi-
cient for the food of the inhabitants; and conversely education
has here reached its highest development, and English schools
are planted thick all over the country.

With these preparatory remarks we come to the reports
before us. It will be remembered that the enquiry of Govern-
ment was directed to ascertain whether certain classes of labour
had increased in costliness out of proportion to the general
increase in price. This distinction was an obviously correct one,
since the value of money may alter, and 4 annas in 1868 be
the real equivalent of 2 aimas ia 1848. If, however, the rise be